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Get paid
while you
attend PTC

Gibbs
alumnus
stars on
CBS
comedy

Instructor John Lambert
BY SKYLA LUCKEY

Delta Sigma Theta Sorority held the first Beautillion Militaire for 20 young men Sat., April 9.

Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – The
Air Conditioning, Refrigeration, and Heating Technology Program at the St. Pete
Campus of Pinellas Technical
College (PTC) has a new internship program with Pinellas County that begins next
week.
The brainchild of Executive Director of Career Technical Adult Education Mark
Hunt, one of his primary objectives was to create a maintenance internship with
Pinellas County Schools so
that both the students and
the county could benefit.
Since the county had a difficult time finding qualified
technicians, he initiated the
program.
Students that have met a
certain amount of requirements and have completed
so many hours can apply for
this internship and work part
time for the county. The
placement comes with
county benefits and hourly
paid.
Zach started the program
in January and is one of the finalists for the county internship. He finds out next week
if he’s accepted. Initially the
county chose 12 out of many
applicants and narrowed it
down to four.
He feels that he would
make a good intern because
he is hard working and dedicated. Within the few months
See PTC, page 7



BY RAVEN JOY
SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
“Look good, dress good,
feel good, sound good,”
could be heard echoing
through the banquet hall
of the Hilton Hotel in
downtown St. Pete last
Saturday as 19 beaus
performed a flawless
drill performance led by
Drill Master Marlin Heyward.
Six months in the
making, the 2015-16
Beautillion
Militaire
Crème de la Crème

Scholarship Ball, a first
for the St. Petersburg
area, was a highly anticipated event that did not
disappoint.
Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority St. Petersburg
Alumnae Chapter in conjunction with their foundation the St. Petersburg
Alumnae Chapter Educational Services hosted
the event.
Much like a debutante cotillion for young
ladies, a beautillion is a
formal presentation of
young men to a community or society. More
than just an introduction

or presentation, the vision for the beautillion by
the Deltas was to create
a rite of passage journey
that would include scholarships and mentoring
and leadership development, which all led up to
the Saturday night’s
grand celebration and
successful entrance into
manhood.
“This is an evening
that will prepare these
young men for a lifetime
of success, for a lifetime
of fulfillment of their inherent potential and ability to exceed all
expectations,”
said

Deputy Mayor Kanika
Tomalin.
The most significant
aspect of the program
was the impact of mentoring on the young men.
Community and business leaders conducted
rites of passage sessions
in which the beaus
forged effective relationships with law enforcement, learned to build
their personal brand, prepared
for
college,
learned gentlemen’s etiquette and grooming,
quality leadership and
See BEAU, pages 4

Jackie Robinson Day at the Trop
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
It was 69 years ago that
Jackie Robinson stepped
onto the field to take his
position for the Brooklyn
Dodgers at first base April
15, 1947. In doing so he
broke through baseball’s
color barrier, becoming
the first African American
to play in the modern era
of the Major Leagues. A
superlative ballplayer, a
kind man and a coura-

geous human being,
Robinson took those necessary first steps to integrate America’s pastime.
Since then, countless
African- American players
have in turn followed in his
footsteps.
To
commemorate
Breaking Barriers, Jackie
Robinson Day this Fri.,
April 15, the Tampa Bay
Rays are planning a series
of special activities at Tropicana Field and throughSee ROBINSON, page 11

Jackie Robinson Day April 15 at the Trop.

Justin Hires
BY ESTEBAN
RODRIGUEZ
Neighborhood News Bureau

ST. PETERSBURG –
From acting like a class
clown to starring in the
lead role on a primetime
television show, St. Petersburg’s own Justin Hires has
taken the road to stardom
while leaving plenty of
smiles along the way.
Born in 1984, Hires was
raised in south St. Petersburg. “Fortunately, I was
raised in a two-parent
household,” said Hires. His
father, James Hires, owns
Hires’ Hairstyling and his
mother, Dr. Barbara Hires,
was a principal in a local elementary school.
“Having both of them at
the house was a blessing;
they provided me with a lot
of encouragement and wisdom,” he said. “I used to
see people selling or using
drugs. My mother always
told me ‘look at these people, never be that person.’”
Hires attended Lealman
Elementary School at an interesting time. While he
was there, the principal
was his mother.
“When I was a little unruly in class, my mom
would correct that immediately,” he said.
Thanks to his mother’s
supervision, he was always
on the right path academically, which surprised
many people because of his
reputation as a class clown.
“I was a class clown
See COMEDY, page 13
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REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

Part 1
Praise the Lord Saints.
I want to invite you out
to our Sunday afternoon
services from 3 - 4:30 p.m.
Coming Soon!
True Holiness Christian University offering
Bachelor’s, Master’s, and
DD’s in Systematic Theology!
The Oneness of Jesus
Christ
While I was preparing
to sit down and map this
whole subject tout, I came
across one of our most
used Men of God in the
Apostolic/Holiness
church and decided after
reading his breakdown
that I couldn’t have said it
any more plain and detailed as he put it so why
reinvent the wheel.
If after this you still
have reservations then
you might as well seek another belief because all
who are apostolic and
holy cling to every scripture in this article and believe it to be the clear
evidence and proof what
we have been saying all
along.
The Mighty God in
Christ
The first verse of the
Bible introduces God as
the Creator of the universe. The Bible does not
try to prove that God exists; it assumes His existence as fundamental. The
Bible teaches that there is
one God. He is a personal
being, not an abstract substance that contains a plurality of persons. The
Bible further teaches that
Jesus Christ is the one
God manifested in the
flesh. In Jesus dwells all
the fullness of the Godhead bodily.
The Existence of God
There can be only one
of three explanations for
the existence of the universe: (1) it has always existed (eternal universe);
(2) it came into existence
by its own power (self-creating universe), or (3)
God created it. Accepting
any of these requires a
faith that transcends scientific proof. It is more
plausible to believe in an
intelligent, eternal, omnipotent Creator than in
the eternity or self-creative ability of nonrational
matter.
The orderliness and
design of the universe require the existence of a
Designer. The incredible
complexity of even the
simplest forms of life
shows that life did not
begin by accident or blind
chance. The moral nature
of humanity reveals that
we are more than intelligent animals; we were
created in the image of a
rational, spiritual, moral
Being. Every human child
develops a conscience,
and every human society
has a sense of morality
(Romans 2:15).

How could the finite
human mind even conceive of an infinite and
perfect God unless God
imparted that concept?
Every society in history
has expressed belief in a
Supreme Being, and anthropological
studies
show that the most fundamental religious concept
is not belief in many gods
but belief in a supreme
God. The testimony of the
Scriptures and the confirmation of personal experience assure us that God
indeed lives and communicates with humanity. Ultimately, we accept the
truth of His existence by
faith (Hebrews 11:6).
The Oneness of God
God is absolutely and
indivisibly one. “Hear, O
Israel: The Lord our God,
the Lord is one!”
(Deuteronomy 6:4). He is
the First and the Last;
there is no God beside
Him; He created everything alone and by Himself; and He is the only
Savior (Isaiah 44:6, 8, 24;
45:21-23). Many other passages emphasize God’s
oneness. (See Isaiah 42:8;
43:10-11; 46:6-9; Mark
12:28-30; Galatians 3:20; I
Timothy 2:5; James 2:19.)
Consequently, there are
no distinctions in God’s
eternal being; the Godhead does not consist of
plural centers of consciousness. All names and
titles of the Deity refer to
one and the same being.
God has revealed
Himself as Father, in the
Son, and as the Holy
Spirit. These roles are
necessary to God’s plan of
redemption for fallen humanity. In order to save
us, God provided a sinless
Man to die in our place—
the Son, in whose name
we receive salvation (John
20:31). In foreordaining
the plan of salvation and
begetting the Son, God is
the Father. In working to
transform and empower
us, applying salvation to
us individually, God is the
Holy Spirit. In sum, these
titles describe God’s redemptive works but do
not indicate three eternal
persons, just as the Incarnation does not indicate
that God had eternally
preexistent flesh.
The title of Father describes God as father of all
creation and more specifically of His people
(Deuteronomy
32:6;
Malachi 2:10). In the New
Testament, God is the Father of the Son. The title of
Son refers to God coming
in the flesh, for the child
Jesus was begotten miraculously by God’s Spirit
and thus was actually the
Son of God (Luke 1:35).
The title of Holy Spirit describes God’s fundamental character, as holiness is
the basis of His moral attributes while spirituality
is the basis of His non-

moral attributes. The Holy
Spirit is not a different person from the Father
(Matthew 1:18-20; 10:20)
but is God working in the
world and in human lives
(Genesis 1:2; Acts 1:5-8).
In short, “Father” refers
to the one God in family
relationship to humans;
“Son” refers to the one
God incarnate; and
“Spirit” refers to the one
God in action. As an analogy, one human can have
three significant relationships, functions, or titles—such as parent,
child, and counselor—and
yet be one person with a
unique name. The Bible
nowhere speaks of God as
a “trinity” or as “three persons” but often calls Him
“the Holy One.”
The terms “Father”
and “Son” in the New Testament serve to emphasize the true humanity of
Jesus, not to make distinctions within God’s being.
The title of Father reminds us of God’s transcendence, while the title
of Son focuses on the Incarnation. Any attempt to
identify two divine persons tends toward belief
in two gods or else subordination of one person to
the other. Defining the
Son as a second divine
person would result in two
Sons—an eternal, divine
Son who could not die and
a temporal, human Son
who did die. The Bible describes God as Father and
Spirit before the Incarnation but as Son only in the
Incarnation. While Jesus
walked on earth as God
incarnate, the Spirit of
God continued to be transcendent
and
omnipresent.
The title of Word relates to God’s self-expression or self-revelation. The
Word is God Himself
(John 1:1), particularly
His thought, mind, and
plan. In the person of
Jesus Christ, “the Word
became flesh and dwelt
among us” (John 1:14).
God revealed Himself in
Christ.
Till next week,
God Bless.
Rev. Dr. Robert L. Harrison, PhD – pastorrobhar rison@gmail.com,
@drrobharrison (Twitter), Robert Bob Harrison
(Facebook)
Pastor - The Apostolic
Open Door Church of
God & True Holiness 2800 41st Ave. N, St. Pete
- www.weareholiness.org
| Church of God and True
Holiness, Intl. – www.trueholinesschurches.org
First Vice President NAACP St. Petersburg
Branch
Chaplain - Southern
Christian Leadership Conference of Pinellas
Parent Support for Education Council Member |
Chaplain - Dept. Juvenile
Justice for Circuit 6

Letter to the Editor
Dear Editor,
This week we learned
the U.S. Department of
Education selected Pinellas County Schools for an
Office for Civil Rights
compliance review to ensure the school district
does not discriminate
against African American
students with respect to
providing access to
courses and programs.
The review will also examine how Pinellas
County Schools ensures
all students develop skills
for success in college and
career.
We welcome the opportunity to work with
the Department of Education. The federal review
of district wide practices
will hopefully advance ongoing efforts to eliminate
the achievement gap and
increase the academic
success of all students.
We devoted significant resources in recent
years to improve our lowest performing elementary schools, which have
predominantly African
American populations.
Established efforts include preferred hiring
practices to increase the
number of effective teach-
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ers working with our
most struggling students, teaching partners
to support classroom
learning, and community
partnerships to provide
extensive social services
to meet the personal
needs of students.
At the secondary
level, we’ve aggressively
focused on increasing access to rigorous courses
and improving college
and career readiness
among African American
students. Data show rising SAT scores, more students taking and passing
advanced
placement
exams to earn college
credit, and dramatic increases in our graduation
rate. Participation in career education and industry certifications has
soared.
As we learn from our
school district’s history
and make changes to improve learning for all students, it is my sincere
hope to see discord from
past decisions turn into
collective action and advancement.
Real progress is being
made. More must be
done.
We recruited Antonio
Burt,
a
nationally

advertising@theweeklychallenger.com
Lorrie Bellinger
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renowned turnaround expert to marshal our efforts and produce real
change for our students
and parents. Our School
Board members will discuss additional changes
at the April 12 School
Board workshop.
We absolutely respect
the concerns parents and
community leaders have
about the importance of
education in Pinellas
County. As a community
we must remain dedicated and work together
to support all teachers,
staff, parents and students through the road
ahead to graduation and
beyond.
Michael A. Grego,
Ed.D.
Superintendent, Pinellas County Schools
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best lead the world from racial
antagonism when it accords to
every man, regardless of race,
creed or color, his human and
legal rights. Hating no man,
fearing no man... the Black Press
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as long as anyone is held back.
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By Pastor Martin Rainey

We have been working on this
for 5 years!
ST. PETERSBURG — For more
than five years, the Parent Support For
Education Council, Inc. (PSFEC) has
solicited community buy-ins, support
and active participation with issues related to the five elementary schools the
Tampa Bay Times termed “Failure Factories.” These five elementary schools:
Maximo, Lakewood, Campbell Park,
Melrose and Fairmount Park were
identified by the Florida Department of
Education in 2014, four years after
PSFEC.
Since last November, PSFEC has
hosted “Community Vineyard” on
WRXB’s “Undignified Praise and Worship” show each Thursday morning
from 11 to noon. In that hour they focus
on getting the church and community
involved in working with the schools to
increase parent and family engagement
by 100 percent.
Apostle Ellis Hodge, pastor of Word
of Life Fellowship wrote the following
article:
The benefit of increasing parent
and family engagement by 100%
The family is the backbone of any
society; it is also the starting point for
developing children to be effective in a
community. Our family unit is under
great satanic attack, and has been
eroded and down played so much so
that it would almost lead one to believe
that it is obsolete. But I want to set the
record straight that the family unit is
alive and well even in the mist of this
crooked and perverse generation we
are living in.
Increasing parent and family engagement in the five struggling schools
would turn each of these schools
around. First there must be training on
how to effectively parent children;
parental skills are not automatic, they
must be taught. Since the family unit is
under such attack, the training has
been lost.
Properly trained mothers and fathers would know that they must be actively involved in their child’s
education. They would also know and
demand discipline and respect from
their children. A disciplined child in the
classroom means that learning will take
place. Learning cannot take place
where there is no discipline.
Properly trained parents will train
their children to be respectful of all authority because they understand that in
order to get respect you must first render respect and not only to parents but
to all those that are in authority, which
means that children should be taught to
respect their teacher because he or she
is the authority in the class.
This type of relationship would give
the educator the environment they
need to introduce structure and order
in the classroom so that learning can
take place. This process has to start in

Apostle Ellis Hodge
the early stages of growth; it must not
be put off until the child gets older. We
must take the responsibility of our children being raised by the teacher and
put it back in the hands of the family,
which is where it needs and is supposed to be.
We often talk about how “back in
the day” teachers were able to teach us
and get us to do what they wanted. The
reason that worked was because of our
parents. Whether married our single,
they were involved in our education, as
well as our grandparents. You see back
then our family unit was anchored into
facts that worked: God and education.
The pastor/teacher today has the
awesome task of taking the word of
God and using it to bring us back to
strong and discipline families, and we
will start to see the failing schools turn
around.
However, this will not happen
overnight because it did not get to
where it is overnight, but with God all
things are possible, “ALL THINGS!”
With proper instructions by the
church teaching and training parents
how to be involved in the new education process, how to meet and have interaction with school officials, attend
PTA and volunteer in their child’s
school, after sometime change will
come. Being constant and consistent is
the key.
Pastor Rainey is a Community Outreach Pastor and (former) Pastor of
Faith Memorial MB Church, Co-Chairman Circuit 6 Faith & Community Network Steering Committee. Also Pastor
Rainey serves as President of the Parent Support For Education Council,
Inc., and is the (former) Chairman,
JWB South County Community Council, and may be contacted via education.comm@gmail.com
Cell:
727-420-1326
The Parent Council meets every
third Thursday of each month at 6:30
p.m., Melrose Elementary School (Library) 1752 13th Ave. S, St. Petersburg,
Fl 33712. The community is welcome!!
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Beautillion Militaire Crème de la Crème Scholarship Ball
From BEAU, page 1

public speaking.
The Deltas feel that it is
important to show the community that these young
men are an accurate representation of what St. Petersburg has to offer and that
they are the norm and not
the exception.
“We know that it’s as important today as yesterday
and every day that we as
African Americans, as community leaders, as Deltas,
as women, wrap our arms
around our young men to

love, protect and elevate,”
said soror Cheri Ashwood.
Beau Edgar Martin, Jr.
told the standing room only
audience that their six
months journey was a wonderful learning experience,
but had a rocky start.
“Of course most of us
did not know each other
and were very unsure if this
is what we really wanted to
do. There was minimal talking and enthusiasm, but as
the time and months progressed, so did our bond,”

he said, stating that a brotherhood was formed.
Martin, Jr. said that the
program taught them how
to become leaders, how to
survive in the real world,
helped them learn proper
dinner etiquette and how to
treat a woman. He is proud
to be one of the 20 young
African-American
men
“who will become future
leaders, business owners,
lawyers, doctors, activists
and much more,” he
averred.

Beau DeWuan Hopkins
was unable to attend the
ceremony because he was
in Kentucky at a JROTC
competition.
Rites of Passage Session Sponsors:
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Eta Rho Chapter
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Churc
Sigma Pi Phi Fraternity
Gamma Omicron Boule
St. Petersburg Police
Department
Write Field, Poynter In-

stitute
Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Delta Omicron Sigma
Drill Masters:
Marlin Heyward
Frank Williams
Mentors:
Dwayne Climes
Dr. Christopher Warren
Awards
Mr. Swag – Jalen Harrison
Mr.
Academic
–
Kasamba Mosi Kokayi
Mr. Comedian – Ryian
Freeman

Mr. Personality - Donae’
Charlemagne
Scholarship winners:
3rd runner up - Donae’
Charlemagne
2nd runner up – Zamari
Postell
1st runner up – Aldric
Griffin
Mr. Beautillion 2016 –
Kofi Fort
Along with a certificate
of completion, each beau
was presented with a brand
new laptop.

SPC
Preparatory
Church: Church of
Extra-curricular activities: Soccer, Interact Club, Christ
Spanish Club, Jack and Jill of
America
Hobbies: Soccer
Future goals: Major in
Computer Science
Church: Mt. Zion Progressive
Favorite quote: “A man is
Beau Donae’
but the product of his
Charlemagne
thoughts, what he thinks, he
Beau Donae’ Charle- becomes.” – Gandhi
magne
Beau Elliott
Parents: Danny & Dyan
Graham, IV
Charlemagne
High school: Classical
Christian School for the Arts
Extra-curricular activities: Soccer, track, basketball,
hip hop, acting, yearbook
Hobbies: Theatre, dance
and sports
Future goals: SPC —
Music Engineering
Beau
Church: Mt. Zion ProKofi Alexander Fort
gressive
Beau Aldric Griffin, Jr.
Favorite quote: “Logic
will get you from A to B.
Beau Aldric Griffin, Jr.
Imagination will take you
Parents: Aldric & Moneverywhere.” – Albert Einica Davis-Griffin
stein
High school: Boca Ciega
High
Extra-curricular activities: Basketball, Pathfinders,
tutoring
Hobbies: Sports, martial
Beau Ryian Freeman arts, sleeping
Future goals: MassachuBeau Ryian Freeman setts Institute of Technology
Parents: Ralph & Angela – Computer Engineering
Church: Moore’s Chapel
Beard
High school: Lakewood A.M.E.
Beau Ke’Andrew
Favorite quote: “Hate the
High
Chisom
Extra-curricular activi- sin. Love the sinner.” –
Beau
Ke’Andrew ties: Track, football, Pathfind- Gandhi
ers, Boy Scouts of America
Chisom
Parents: Frank & Renee Troop 223
Hobbies: Track
Quarterman
Future goals: UCF –
High school: Seminole
Business
High
Church: Mt. Zion ProExtra-curricular activities: Soccer, track, basketball, gressive
Favorite quote: “When
hip hop, acting, yearbook
you want to succeed as bad
Hobbies: Drawing
Future goals: Architect as you want to breathe, then
you’ll be successful.” – Eric
or Wildlife Biologist
Beau Jalen Harrison
Church: Shiloh Mission- Thomas
Beau Elliott Graham,
ary Baptist Church
Favorite quote: “When IV
Parents: Elliott & NicBeau Jalen Harrison
you want to succeed as bad
Parents: Alton & Erica
as you want to breathe, then hole Graham
High school: St. Peters- Harrison
you’ll be successful.” – Eric
burg High
High school: Lennard
Thomas
Extra-curricular activi- High
Beau Kofi Alexander
ties: Wrestling
Extra-curricular activiFort
Hobbies: Spending time ties: Football, basketball,
Parents: Kenyon &
with friends
track
Nathalia Jeffrey-Fort
Future goals: UCF or
Hobbies: Listening to
High school: Shorecrest

music, hanging out with
friends, shopping, fishing
Future goals: FSU –
Sports Medicine
Favorite quote: “In order
to succeed we must first believe that we can.” – Nikos
Kazantzakis

Church: Mt. Zion Progressive
Favorite quote: “Logic
will get you from A to B.
Imagination will take you
everywhere.” – Albert Einstein

Favorite quote: “Life isn’t
about waiting for the storm
to pass…It’s about learning
to dance in the rain.” – Vivian
Green

Beau Kramon Long, Jr.
Beau DeWuan
Hopkins
Beau
DeWuan
Hopkins
Parents: Grandmother
Bertha Young and father figure Danny Carter
High school: Boca Ciega
High
Extra-curricular activities: Soccer, track, basketball,
hip hop, acting, yearbook
Hobbies: Theatre, dance,
JROTC and sports
Future goals: SPC –
Music Engineering
Church: Mt. Zion Progressive
Favorite quote: “Money
trees are the perfect place for
shade.” – Kendrick Lamar

Beau Keyont’e
Howard
Beau
Keyont’e
Howard
Parents: Marti Zeitz
High school: Lakewood
High
Extra-curricular activities: Swim & dive, journalism, the Arts Conservatory
for Teens
Hobbies: Photography,
video, drawing, writing,
cooking
Future goals: SPC –
Music Engineering

Beau Timothy
Johnson, II

Beau Kramon Long,
Jr.

Beau Timothy Johnson, II
Parents: Timothy &
Nicole Johnson
High school: Boca Ciega
High
Extra-curricular activities: Pathfinders & basketball
Hobbies: Video games &
hanging with friends
Future goals: College –
Maritime
Church: Mt. Zion Progressive
Favorite quote: “With
great power comes great responsibility.” – Ben Parker

Parents: Kramon Long
& Rosalyn Reese-McCallister
High school: Gibbs
High
Extra-curricular activities: JROTC, Pathfinders,
FLY, BETA program
Hobbies: Public speaking, competitive gaming,
track & field
Future goals: SPC –
Music Engineering
Church: Mt. Zion Progressive
Favorite quote: “If you’re
not making someone’s life
better, than you’re wasting
your time.” – Eric Thomas

Beau Kasamba
Kokayi

Beau Edgar Martin, Jr.

Beau
Kasamba
Kokayi
Parents: Erica Hardison
& Jamil Perkins
High school: St. Pete Collegiate High
Extra-curricular activities: Write Field, Junior
Achievers, Ethics Bowl,
Multi-Cultural Club, Engineering Club
Hobbies: Long boarding,
skate boarding, swimming,
lifeguard, virtual reality &
speaking Portuguese
Future goals: Study
abroad & Engineering

Beau Edgar Martin, Jr.
Parents: Edgar &
Karen Martin
High school: Lakewood High
Extra-curricular activities: Football, basketball,
listening to music
Hobbies: Watching old
TV shows
Future goals: FMU –
Communication Journalism (Sports Broadcaster)
Favorite quote: “We
can’t change the world unless we change ourselves.”
– P. Diddy
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all things through Christ who University or Georgia Southstrengthens me.” – Philippi- ern, NFL
Church: Mt. Zion
ans 4:13
Progressive
Favorite quote: “Someone’s going to kiss the baby.”
– Chad Ochocinco

Beau Samuel Martinez
Beau Samuel Martinez
Parents: Parisrice Robinson & Amanda Martinez
Beau Bryan Ray
High school: Gibbs High
Extra-curricular activities: Orchestral studies, chorus, FLY, Men in the
Making, ACT, Young Artists
Alliance
Hobbies: Viola, guitar,
car mechanics, photography,
visual arts, BMX & mountain
bike riding
Future goals: Graduate
Beau Thomas
degrees in Journalism, GovRiggins, IV
ernment & Music
Church: St. Joseph
Catholic Church
Beau Thomas Riggins,
Favorite quote: “The time IV
is always right to do right.” –
Parents: Thomas &
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Kateka Riggins
High school: Lakewood
High
Extra-curricular activities:
Football, wrestling & track
Hobbies: Cross Training,
weight lifting& swimming
Future goals: University
of Northwestern St. Paul – Kinesiology & History
Church:
Exceeding
Grace Christian Center
Favorite quote: “Out of
Beau Zamari Postell
suffering have merged the
strongest souls; the most
Beau Zamari Postell
massive characters are
Parents: Gregory Postell seared with scars.”
& Yolanda Simmons
High school: St. Petersburg High
Extra-curricular activities: Football
Hobbies: Hanging out
with friends, traveling, playing computer games
Future goals: LSU —
Business
Beau Bryan Ray
Parents: Arthur & Alicia
Beau Eric Rumph, Jr.
Ray
High school: Lakewood
High
Beau Eric Rumph, Jr.
Extra-curricular activiParents: Eric & Irene Batties: Basketball
son-Rumph
Hobbies: Cooking & fitHigh school: Northeast
ness
High
Future goals: CEO of an
Extra-curricular activities:
architectural firm
Football & track
Church: New Hope MisHobbies: Running, video
sionary
games, football with friends
Favorite quote: “I can do
Future goals: Oregon

Beau Aron Taylor
Beau Aron Taylor
Parents:
Brian
&
Yolanda Taylor
High school: Calvary
Christian High
Extra-curricular activities: Entrepreneur – Salt
Nation
Hobbies: Graphics &
business development
Future goals: College,
entrepreneurship, establish additional businesses
Church: New Destiny
International
Favorite quote: “Mindset + good choices + actions + outcomes = sauce.”

Beau Jordan Wardell
Beau Jordan Wardell
Parents: James &
Cheryl-Young Wardell
High school: Countryside High
Extra-curricular activities: FBLA, Jack and Jill of
America & ISTEM
Hobbies: Soccer, volunteering & football
Future goals: Graduate
school
Church: Mt. Carmel
Baptist Church
Favorite quote: “When
you know your name, you
should hang on to it, for unless it is noted down and remembered, it will die when
you do.” – Toni Morrison
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COMMUNITY NEWS
The Gathering of Women honors the next generation
BY JOYCE NANETTE
JOHNSON
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The
Gathering
of
Women’s
2016
Men
and Women of Distinction
Awards will be held this
Sun., April 17 at the St. Petersburg Country Club.
This yearly ceremony will
honor 18 men and women
who give of themselves to
serve their community.
The Young Man and
Woman of Distinction
Awards are a source of
pride for the organization
because it gives them a
chance to recognize the
next generation of community leaders.
This year, Jessica Papa
will receive the Young
Woman of Distinction
Award for leading a life of
volunteerism, which she
started at the ripe old age
of 10. She is now on the
board of the Belle of the
Ball Project, a non-profit
organization that collects
and distributes gowns to
girls who reside in low-income households or
whose family is in temporary financial straits.
Belle of the Ball was
founded by her mother
Susan Schwartz, and now
donates approximately 200
of their 4,000 accumulated
gowns each year to the
Gathering of Women, Inc.
for their gown distribution
efforts in the south St.
Pete area.
“Every girl deserves to
wear that special dress on
the night of her high
school prom,” said Gathering of Women chairperson
Samantha Richardson.







Catholic High School and
also credits them for her
introduction into the benefit of volunteering. She
has been a volunteer at
Kimberly Home, St. Vincent DePaul and the Light
of Christ Catholic Church.
She’s even gotten her
husband David in on the
fun. He is now the resident handyman for the
project where he helped
with the move to the new
location and built out all of
the portable dressing
rooms.
“Being able to help
someone, you should,”
Papa said is her mother’s
words of advice. “Always
give back and have a kind
heart.”
South St. Pete’s homecoming dress giveaway
will take place from April
23 to May 7 at Skyway
Mall, 4301 34th St. S, from
1-4 p.m.
Young Man of Distinction
Being a standout in
athletics, Terence J. Ware
is no stranger to awards,
and this Sunday the ladies
of the Gathering of
Women organization will
bestow upon him the
Young Man of Distinction
award.
Not yet out of high
school, he grew up in an
extended family that included his mother, father,
grandparents and greatgrandparents. It was a loving
but
structured
environment that nurtured
and developed him, leaving a lasting imprint on his
young life.
“I have a hard working
family and they always
stuck together,” Ware said.

Papa’s mother grew up
in a home with a tight
budget and she never
wanted to ask her parents
for anything extravagant,
including a dress for prom.
She remembers when her
mom discovered her and
her sister’s old prom and
homecoming dresses discarded in the closet after
wearing them only once.
She decided to donate
them forward, and out of
that the Belle of The Ball
Project was created.
Belle of the Ball recently moved to a larger
location, and it was Papa’s
goal to give the girls the
experience that they were
shopping in a major department store and not a
thrift store.
“I’ve vamped up the
aesthetics,” she said.
“There are now large mirrors and vibrant colors
throughout.”
Papa also reinvigorated
the jewelry selections by
finding new vendors, and
they also offer shoes,
purses and shawls. The
cost is from free to a nominal $5.
“We encourage them
to pay it forward by giving
it to someone else or back
to us, but all of it is theirs
to keep.”
Papa said the whole experience brings the girls
complete joy and boosts
their self-esteem.
“We see the pride in
them,” Papa said. We also
see some of the fathers
tear up at seeing their little
girl dressed up for the first
time.”
Papa graduated from
Clearwater
Central

















Terence J. Ware

Jessica Papa

“My dad, Terence L. Ware,
always worked 24-7. They
never gave up and always
kept striving for more.”
His great-grandfather,
the late Rev. Bragg Turner
of Faith Memorial Missionary Baptist Church,
was very instrumental in
his life. Ware bowed his
head
while
sadness
clouded his eyes as he described the man who
meant so much to him.
“He was a strong man,”
said Ware. “He showed
me that anything I can put
my mind to, I can do it.”
Ware will graduate this
year from Lakewood High
School. While there he
won the 2015 Track &
Field MVP, played junior
varsity and varsity football
and was a member of Student Government. He has
been offered scholarships

in track and field from Barton Community College in
Great Bend, Kan., and also
a four-year scholarship
from Aurora University in
Illinois. His goal is to go
into a program for athletic
training or sports medicine.
In keeping with his
family’s legacy of love and
guidance, he feels it is his
duty to mentor his
younger brother. “I want
to be big—the biggest role
model I can be to my little
brother Jalen.”
“It’s been a journey,”
said his mom Jamisha
Hudson. “I told him I
would rather yoke him and
beat the brakes off him
rather than have him in jail
with a DC# behind his
name,” she stated emphatically. She also lectured
him that homework came

















before athletic practice.
“Education is always plan
B; it can always get you
somewhere.”
Ware chuckled when
he described his strongwilled grandmother, Joi
Turner. “She’s mean,” he
playfully said. “Basically
telling me to stay out the
streets and to watch who
I’m around.”
“He’s not in jail, graduating from high school,
not gotten anyone pregnant and I can’t be any
prouder,” said his grandmother. “I didn’t want him
to be a grown boy; I want
him to be a grown man.”
Ware’s message to
today’s youth is one of encouragement. “Be a leader
not a follower,” he said.
“Be obedient to your parents and the Lord.”









THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, APRIL 14, 2016

7

COMMUNITY NEWS
AC/Refrigeration and Heating offered at PTC

Meraki Beauti: Putting love in it

From PTC page 1

he’s attended PTC his
knowledge has expanded
exponentially. Zach had no
experience with this kind of
work prior to enrollment, but
with guidance from the instructors he feels confident
in the direction he is headed.
“I didn’t know anything
about any of this,” he said
“but now in just a short period of time, I feel like I know
a lot. I like getting out there
with the units and charging
them with Freon,” he said.
“Just finding out what’s
wrong with them and why
they’re acting weird.”
The Air Conditioning,
Refrigeration, and Heating
Technology Program have
been offered to the community for more than 40 years.
Instructor John Lambert
heads the course and has
taught at PTC for 21 years.
He knows all too well of how
the program helps students
get into the industry, for he
was once a student in it.
Joshua, an army veteran
and second semester student, checked the high pressure of the air conditioning
level as he shared his goals.
He feels having a certification from the program will
contribute to a successful future. The program takes approximately eight months
and he looks forward to
graduation in September.
“The main goal is to
teach you how to be a technician and not just how to be
an apprentice,” said Joshua.
“So when you’re out in the
field you can actually troubleshoot and diagnose
what’s wrong with the a/c
system.”
Students gain occupa-

tional completion points as
they complete parts of the
program, which begins with
the Air Conditioning, Refrigeration and Heating Repair
Helper course.
“They learn the basic
fundamentals of the refrigeration cycle,” Lambert explained, “what makes an air
conditioner an air conditioner, what the air conditioning system does and how it
does it. The basic components.”
Lambert stressed that
safety is a big part of the first
nine weeks, which includes
training in the areas of soldering, brazing, fabrication
and installation of the equipment’s components.
“Students learn all the
tools that are used in the industry,” Lambert explained.
“Then you move more into
the using of the tools, actually getting to work on the
live equipment. Everything
is a preparation to that last
few hundred hours of training where you’re actually
working on the equipment.”
He noted that the PTC
program offers the most
modern, up-to-date equipment that there is in the industry and students get all
different levels of handson training.
The second part of
the program offers training
in the areas of electricity,
control wiring, equipment
commissioning and preventive maintenance operations.
Finally they learn about troubleshooting of electrical and
mechanical systems, electric
heat and fossil fuel heating,
and indoor air quality.
Lambert said he’d like to

have more women enrolled
in the program. In the years
he’s taught at PTC, he can
count on his fingers how
many women have graduated.
“We generally have at
least one female out of the 60
or so enrolled adults—sometimes two enrolled in the program,” said Lambert. “It’s
unfortunate we don’t get
more because the appliance
side of the repair business is
something that a woman
could do. I could see a
woman not wanting to do the
attic work and things of that
nature because it’s hot and
you get dirty, but being an
appliance technician is in
very high demand.”
All the instructors in the
program have many years of
experience in the field of air
conditioning repairs, and
many of the students are
thankful for their knowledge
and teaching. Just ask Jay
who assisted his classmates
with an a/c unit repair during the interview.
“It’s a lot of information
but the instructors are great
at what they do,” he said. “I
like this program very
much.”
Jay is no stranger to good
instructions, for the air conditioning program is his second course. When he
graduated from the Building
Construction Technologies,
he quickly enrolled into this
program.
If you’re interested in
exploring this career path,
visit www.pcsb.org/myptc
or call 727-893-2500. Financial aid is available.
See ad on page 8.

From left to right: Donte Hudson, Jay Murphy,
Christopher Douglas and Daoud Azer.

BY JOYCE NANETTE
JOHNSON
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Hair salon owner and stylist Kenyatta Killins said
she created her new
salon, Meraki Beauti, with
creativity, soul and love.
“Meraki” is a Greek word
meaning to put love into
what you do, and with her
intimate shop located at
4156 5th Ave. N, that is
what she aims to do.
A few years ago Killins
was at a turning point in
her life. The Boca Ciega
High School graduate had
enjoyed a successful career as a licensed title examiner
and
notary;
however, because of the
volatility of the real estate
market, work was hard to
find. Since she had styled
her family and friends hair
for years and felt she had
a flair for it, Killins embarked on a new career as
a hairstylist.
“I wanted to be selfemployed,” stated Killins.
“I had found my niche.
With my personality I
think I can do anything I
set my mind to do and I
want that to be my legacy
to my children. I want my
kids to know it’s not how
you start but how you finish.”
So with the support
from her loving husband
Eric, a driver with the
Tampa Sanitation Department, Killins enrolled at
the American Institute of
Beauty and graduated in
2009. The mother of
three worked for several
years in different salons
until last December when
she opened Meraki
Beauti.
The intensive yearlong
cosmetology course was
expansive and included
the introduction to diverse
ethnic hair types, different
techniques of style, cutting, hair coloring, facials,
pedicures and manicures.
It also included the study
of skin diseases and disorders of the skin.
Killins continues to attend classes and workshops, including World
Natural Hair Health and
Beauty Show, Premiere
Orlando Hair and Nail
Beauty trade show, Main-

Kenyatta Killins

stream Hair and Beauty
expo and the Bronner
Brothers Hair Show.
“I enjoy the classes,”
she said. “I like to know
new techniques and
trends. My clients challenge me and keep me out
of a rut.”
She hopes to learn
eyebrow tattooing, henna
coloring for the brown
and lash enhancements so
she can add those procedures to the list of services that she can offer to
her growing clientele.
“I love that I can impact how other people feel
about their appearances,”
Killins explained.
She specializes in all
hair types, damaged, natural and relaxed hair and
one of her specialties will
be working with clients
who have alopecia. Her
shop is equipped with two
separate design rooms to
provide total privacy and
discretion for her customers.
In the future, Killins
would like to establish a

     

non-profit organization
that would give less fortunate girls and women free
hair services. She plans
to call it Sisters United as
One.
“It makes me feel
good as a person,” she
said. “I’m a giver.”
Killins has concerns of
fellow entrepreneurs not
coming together to bring
more economic development to the community
and not sharing information.
“I wish we could work
better together both as a
city and as a people,” she
stated. “We don’t have to
be greedy there’s enough
[business] to go around. I
would like hairstylist to
come together to share
knowledge. Imagine what
we could learn from one
another.”
If you are interested in
working in a creative and
loving environment or
looking for a new hairstylist, give Killins a call at
(727) 623-3903.
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Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

ARE YOU HAVING TROUBLE
CONTROLLING THE WAY YOU EAT?

H ELP
727-724-6292 (PAT)
FOOD ADDICTS
IN RECOVERY
ANONYMOUS
CALL FOR

OR VISIT OUR
WEBSITE

www.foodaddicts.org




   





  


 

 


 




SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com
Law Office Of

RONALD L. NELSON, P.A.
ATTORNEY AT LAW
• Auto Accidents and Injuries
• Divorce and Family Law
• Employment Discrimination
• Wills and Probate

1247 First Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33705

727-345-9292 • www.RonNelsonLaw.com
The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. Before
you decide, ask the lawyer to send you free written information about their qualifications and experience.
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ADMISSIONS

FINANCIAL AID

New classes start five times per year: August,
October, January, April and June.

• Financial aid, which consists of Federal and State grants,
and scholarships, is available to those who
qualify and can help cover the cost of a Pinellas
Technical College education.

1. Take the TABE (Test of Adult Basic Education).
2. Meet with a counselor to discuss your TABE results,
program interests and requirements.
3. You may visit your program(s) of interest.

• To apply for financial aid, complete the application
at www.fafsa.gov. The School Codes are 005605
(Clearwater campus) and 013917 (St. Petersburg campus).
• Veterans and other eligible students may use their
Veterans (VA) benefits, including the Montgomery GI Bill
and Post 9/11 GI Bill, at Pinellas Technical College.

4. Apply for Financial Aid.
5. Complete registration form, confirm your
residency status, and pay for class.

• Pinellas Technical College accepts Florida Prepaid and the
Florida Bright Futures Scholarship.

TWO CAMPUS LOCATIONS
Clearwater Campus
6100 154th Ave. N.
727-538-7167

St. Petersburg Campus
901 34th Street S.
727-893-2500

www.pcsb.org/myptc
Our mission is to provide students the opportunity to develop national
workplace competencies to fill the needs of business and industry.
Vision: To be our community’s first choice for workforce training.

ENROLL NOW FOR THE NEXT START DATE - JUNE 13, 2016!
Accreditation by: Council on Occupational Education (COE) 7840 Roswell Road, Building 300, Suite 325, Atlanta,
Georgia 30350 770-396-3898 or 800-917-2081 and Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Council on Accreditation
and School Improvement (SACS CASI), 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, Georgia 30033, (404) 679-4500
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Let’s Roll: Habitat for Humanity’s Neighborhood Preservation
BY LAURA MULROONEY
Neighborhood News Bureau

St. Petersburg- After a
debilitating fall last year,
Betty Brown, an elderly
Midtown resident came
home to a house in desperate need of repair. In addition to her recent physical
limitations and exuberate
utility bills, Betty had no
idea how she was going to
afford much needed upgrades that would allow
her to freely move around
her home.
“I was just blessed. I
had just come home from
the hospital, in 2015, I had
fell and broke my knee
and needed a replacement.
Antwuan came to my
house and made me cry,”
said Brown, who had her
home repaired this past
March.
After a visit from
Antwuan Wells, the Home
Repair Services Supervisor for Habitat for Humanity, Brown’s home went
through major renovations
to include a new roof, bathroom upgrades ordered by
her doctor, and energy efficient upgrades that have
reduced her electric and
water bills over $200 each.
After a couple of weeks
of renovations and no
upset to her everyday life,
“This is the best thing that
has ever happened to me,”
said Brown.
Commonly known for
new home construction,
Habitat for Humanity’s

Neighborhood Preservation Partnership (NPP)
gives existing homeowners a chance to repair their
homes without the need to
uproot. The program is exclusive to the Midtown
area and modeled after
other successful neighborhood preservation partnerships and is intended to
complement other initiatives that are currently
strengthening economic
and resource development
in the Midtown area according to Habitat for Humanity Pinellas County.
Wells, referred to as
“the man in the trenches,”
oversees the entire project
from start to finish. He
has been known to go
door to door with
brochures, help with program enrollment and even
coordinate volunteers on
the day of repairs.
“Mercy-Midtown has
been considered blighted
for over thirty years” said
Wells. Donations from
partnerships, local business and organizations
show that the local community can fulfill the Habitat for Humanity of
Pinellas mission: “Building
hope in the community.”
On Sat., May 14, several of those community
partnerships will come together for the “Let’s Roll”
painting and landscaping
event to help raise awareness for NPP while providing a facelift to 10 homes
in the Midtown-Mercy

CONNECT WITH US!

neighborhood.
Valspar Paint, TD
Bank, and Habitat for Humanity Pinellas are working
together
with
volunteers from Pinellas
Technical College, St. Petersburg College, Job
Corps, Deuces BBQ,
Deuces Live, New Faith
Methodist Church and
Annie’s Beauty Supply to
sweep through MidtownMercy neighborhood with
a fresh coat of paint and
landscaping.
The “Let’s Roll” event
will take place between 8
a.m. and 2 p.m. between
9th Avenue South and
26th Avenue, and between
19th Street South and 25th
Street South.
What started last July
as a pilot program has
taken off full speed with
Wells at the helm. Since
NPP started, three homes
have been repaired.
Repairs range from
critical services such as
roof replacement, plumbing, electrical, structural
repairs, and “Aging in
Place” modifications, to
energy efficient upgrades
and exterior painting and
landscaping.
“Aging in Place” modifications, defined by Center for Disease Control,
enable older adults to live
in their own homes and
community safely, independently, and comfortably, regardless of age,
income, or ability level.
Although a home-

owner’s physical contribution to a project, also
termed “sweat equity,”
continues to fuel the Habitat for Humanity cause,
the hours are reduced for
current homeowners depending on the extent of
the repairs needed and
the physical capabilities of
each homeowner.
The program requires
application approval, after
which homeowners will be
provided a no interest loan
to cover the cost of materials used in the repairs. The
loan payments will be tailored to ensure affordability for the homeowner.
Labor is free and provided
by Habitat staff and community volunteers.
To complete a pre-qualification form online go to
www.HabitatPinellas.org,
or get a copy of the form
by calling or stopping by

Antwaun Wells
the Habitat NPP office at
833 22nd St S.
For more details on
NPP or to participate in
the “Let’s Roll” event,
please contact Antwaun
Wells at (727) 366-8115, or

email at awells@HabitatPinellas.org.
Laura Mulrooney is a
reporter in the Neighborhood News Bureau at the
University of South Florida
St. Petersburg.

Brown’s house during renovations.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Honoring a legend
From ROBINSON, page 1

Brian Auld
Photo credit: B.Lively Images

out the community. The
events aim to recognize
Robinson’s nine core values
of courage, determination,
teamwork, persistence, integrity, citizenship, justice,
excellence and commitment.
“Our mission is to energize
our
community
through the magic of Rays
baseball and this week we
will do that by honoring the
legacy of Jackie Robinson,”
said Rays President Brian
Auld. “All of us at the Rays
are sincerely grateful for the
support and input that our
organizing committee consisting of African-American
leaders throughout Tampa
Bay has provided to ensure
that our Jackie Robinson
Day celebration is a success.”
During this league-wide
celebration, all players on
every team will wear Robinson’s uniform number 42.
The Rays have worn number 42 each year for the celebration since 2008. During
batting practice, Rays players will sport a special t-shirt
with the number 42, and all
Rays staff will also wear

shirts with Robinson’s number for the day.
The Rays are also offering a discount of two tickets
for $42 for Friday’s seriesopening game against the
Chicago White Sox. To purchase tickets, visit raysbaseball.com/42.
The Pitching Promises
art installation will debut at
Tropicana Field near Gate 6
on the main level on Friday,
and a pregame presentation
will feature nine community
leaders representing Robinson’s nine core values. Also,
participants of the Write
Field Program will be recognized in a pregame ceremony. The Rays Baseball
Foundation has partnered
with The Poynter Institute
to support the program,
which is designed to improve the academic per-

formance and life skills of
local middle school boys.
The national anthem will
be performed by the Arts
Conservatory for Teens and
the honor of throwing out
the ceremonial first pitch
will go to Emery Ivery of the
United Way Suncoast. A
number of community leaders and groups will attend
the game with Rays leadership in the Press Level Patio
area.
This Saturday the Rays
will host a free baseball
clinic for Burg Baseball at
Tropicana Field and community service projects at
Midtown Police Athletic
League (PAL) in St. Pete
and Rey Park in West
Tampa from 9 to noon. Various team staff and community volunteers will be on
hand at both locations.

Pastoral Banquet
Please come and join us as we continue
celebrating Pastor Clark and Lady Debbie
Hazley 10th pastoral anniversary.
When: Saturday, May 14, 2016
Where: Hospice, 3050 1st Ave. S, St. Pete
Time: 5pm- 9pm • Price: $30.00
All tickets are purchased in advance;
no tickets will be sold at the door.
This is a formal affair.
To purchase tickets contact:
Karla Williams 727-342-2853
Raymond Hicks 727-768-4899
or Denise Murray 727-517-6060
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
African American moments in rock and roll history, part 2
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

Howlin’ Wolf electrifies an audience on
“Shindig!”
With his booming Mississippi voice and bulky 6’
3” frame, Chester Arthur
Burnett — alias Howlin’
Wolf — exuded a confident, don’t-mess-with-me
presence when he performed on the musical variety TV show “Shindig!” in
1965.
Accompanied by the
backing band’s driving
piano and mournful guitar, the gravelly-voiced
Howlin’ Wolf stabbed at
the air defiantly as he
belted out “How Many
More Years,” a song about
moving on. He even made
his harmonica wail full
force, unleashing the unmistakable power of the
blues and showing that it
could be just as electrifying
as rock and roll.
Helping the show’s
host introduce the AfricanAmerican bluesman were
Mick Jagger and Brian
Jones of the Rolling Stones,
who made no bones about
the fact that Howlin’
Wolf was one of their
biggest idols. The scruffyhaired,
authorityflouting English rockers
were reduced to giddy,
grinning schoolboys when
talking about the elder
blues statesman. In fact,
when the host brought
up the Stones’ recent
straight-up blues hit “Little
Red Rooster,” Jagger had
to clue him in that it was
Howlin’ Wolf who had
recorded it first. A minute
later an impatient Jones
told the blabbering host it
was time he shut up so
Howlin’ Wolf could perform!
Though Howlin’ Wolf
had fans of his own—having recorded at Sun Studio
in Memphis, Tenn., and released a string of Chess
Records
classics—this
charged performance effectively kicked down the
door of many American living rooms to show a whole
new TV audience where
the very roots of rock and
roll were.

Chuck Berry revs up
“Maybelline”
A bouncy tune about a
man in his V8 Ford speeding after his unfaithful girlfriend in her Cadillac
Coupe DeVille, Chuck
Berry’s first hit “Maybelline” was the key in the
ignition for rock and roll.
With its chugging rhythm,
relentless guitar and clever
lyrics that offer the excitement of a chase, it was gleefully
embraced
by
the country’s young generation.
In his early 20s, Berry
began playing with local
groups in St. Louis and on
the advice of bluesman
Muddy Waters, Berry went
to Chicago to meet up with
Leonard Chess of Chess
Records. The record company executive had been
keeping an eye on the
emerging R & B market
and was looking to sign
some of those artists.
Berry played both blues-influenced originals for him
as well as some of his hillbilly-inflected songs and it
was
the
countryflavored “Maybelline” that
struck Chess the most.
Berry recorded the song
and they released it in 1955,
launching his hugely influential career in rock. It went
to number five on the Hot
100 Billboard pop chart and
raced all the way to the top
spot on Billboard’s rhythm
and blues chart.
With its perfect combination of sped-up country
lilt, raw rhythm and blues
and witty, adolescent poetry “Maybelline” became a
blueprint of rock and roll
songs for decades to come.
Arthur Lee and Love
release
“Forever
Changes”
One of the first racially
diverse bands, Los Angelesbased outfit Love was
fronted by African-American
singer-songwriter
Arthur Lee. The group
came to prominence in the
mid-1960s on the strength
of its self-titled debut and
the follow-up album “Da
Capo,” but the band’s third
studio album “Forever
Changes,” lauded by music
critics upon its 1967 re-

Arthur Lee

Chuck Berry

lease, is now considered
the band’s masterpiece.
Co-produced by multiinstrumentalist Lee, the
album consists of a wideranging sound as the band
threw brass, mariachi
trumpets and even a string
orchestra into the heady
mix. Though trippy electric
guitars make an appearance, the record derives its
strength from the layered
acoustic instruments interwoven with the delicately
melodic orchestration.
A big reason why this
record stands apart from
the incense-and-peppermint taste of the Summer
of Love is Lee himself, as
his biting, meaningful
lyrics reflect a darker side
of the hippie era. A black
artist in a folk-psychedelic
scene that was almost the
exclusive domain of white
musicians,
Lee
was
uniquely in touch with the
cultural climate of America as themes of race and
human relationships appear in his hard-hitting
songs.
In “The Red Telephone,” he sings, “Sometimes my life is so
eerie/And if you think I’m
happy/Paint me white (yellow).” The powerful “Bummer In The Summer”
features the lines “It’s really hard to learn/That
everyone I saw was just another part of me.”
Though the record
barely caused a ripple on
the charts when first released, it is now frequently
included in prestigious lists
of rock’s greatest albums
by such authorities as
Rolling Stone magazine
and the New Musical Express, and was inducted
into the Grammy Hall of
Fame in 2008. “Forever
Changes” has influenced
and been admired by generations of acts, including
Led Zeppelin’s vocalist
Robert Plant, the Stone
Roses and even seminal
punk band the Damned.
Billy Preston lends a
hand (or two) to the Beatles
During the 1960s, Preston’s prowess with the
piano was well known
as he was one of the top
session musicians of his
day. He was adept at such
wide-ranging music as
gospel, R & B, soul, funk
and rock, and backed such
stellar acts as Little
Richard, Sam Cooke and
even the Beatles.
Having first met the
Fab Four while touring
with Little Richard’s band
in the early ‘60s, Preston
would hook up with them
years later when they were
working on their 1970 release “Let It Be.” The
album was to be a revisiting
of the band’s raw, live-inthe-studio sound as opposed to recent efforts,
like the elaborate orchestration of “Sgt. Pepper’s
Lonely Hearts Club Band”
or the surreal psychedelia
of “Magical Mystery
Tour.”
By 1969 when the Beatles went into the studio to
record “Let It Be,” disagreements and rising tensions among the members
were pushing them to the
brink of breaking up. Guitarist George Harrison
brought in Preston not
only to play on the album
but to help relieve some of

BillyPreston

Howlin’ Wolf
the turmoil surrounding
the band.
Preston played electric
piano and Hammond organ
on several of the tracks, but
his
distinctive,
energetic work on the uptempo “Get Back” helps
make it one of the album’s
brightest spots. Reaching
number one around the
world, the single even
notched the young AfricanAmerican musician a cocredit since it was billed as
“The Beatles with Billy Preston,” making it the revered
band’s only single that credited another artist.
John Lennon felt the
American keyboardist was
such a good fit that at one
point during the sessions
he proposed making him a
full-fledged member of the
band. This idea was quickly
shot down by Paul McCartney, stating that things
were difficult enough to
agree upon with only four
members. The group did,
however, bring Preston
along to perform with them
at their famous rooftop concert above the Apple Studio
headquarters while they
were filming the making of
the album. That impromptu
concert on Jan. 30, 1969,
turned out to be the final
public performance of arguably the greatest band
ever — and Preston was a
part of it.
Prince steals the
show with his guitar solo
During an all-star jam at
the 2004 Rock and Roll Hall
of Fame induction cere-

monies, the band assembled onstage was performing the Beatles’ classic
“While My Guitar Gently
Weeps.” The firepower included such rock heavyweights as ELO’s Jeff
Lynne, Tom Petty, Steve
Winwood and Prince, who
was an inductee that year.
As the song headed toward
its close, the Purple One decided to take things into his
own
talented
hands.
Donned in a dark suit with
a crimson-colored shirt and
brazenly crimson fedora to
match, Prince emerged
from the dark shadow at
the far side of the stage and
stepped into the light to unleash one of the most exciting guitar solos in rock
history.
Now a solo played by
Prince Rogers Nelson is an
experience—for anyone
watching him perform and
for the artist himself. His interpretive body language
and emotional expressions
are not artificial rock posturing or mere theatrics but
100 percent genuine, as he
injects feeling into the
music he plays like nobody’s business. And on
this night His Royal Badness delivered an especially
transcendental performance, infusing life into
every note that came moaning and screaming from his
Hohner Telecaster. Fingering the fret board with a
sensuality, which only
Prince can exhibit, at one
moment he caressed the instrument
—
almost

Prince

fondling it — while at another he hammered away
at the chords with a fierce,
lustful energy. On that
night he truly made
his mournful guitar weep.
Not that scripted theatrics were altogether abandoned. At one point in the
middle of his solo, Prince
turned to face the band and
leaned so far back on his
heels that a beefy hired
hand stepped dutifully forward to not only support
him so he wouldn’t fall off
the stage but to push
him back upright onto the
stage again — and through
all this Prince never missed
a single note! After a pause
to grin impishly at his stage
mates who apparently had
little idea of what he was
going to do next, the High
Priest of Pop cranked up
the emotion again, stooping
down to unleash some blistering fretwork before
straightening up to coax
out some long, wailing
notes by plucking at his
strings with elaborate arm
movements.
For his coup de grace,
he capped this six-string
shredfest with some
screeching notes and then
— proving he is a born
showman like few others
— unstrapped his guitar
and flung it irreverently
off the stage before sauntering away, leaving behind him the rest of the
illustrious musicians and
more than a few astounded people in the select audience.
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
From the streets of St. Pete to the hillsides of Hollywood
From COMEDY, page 1

more as a defense mechanism,” said Hires. “I was little. People picked on me
about my height.”
Only 4’11 by the time
he reached sixth grade,
Hires recalled his first day
at Bay Point Middle. “A
teacher came up to me and
asked if I was lost. She
thought I belonged on the
elementary side.”
Hires’ likeability and
humor led him to be popular among his peers, which
made the transition to acting easier.
His introduction to acting was at age 14. He auditioned for a “Shakespeare
in the Park” play called
“The Winter’s Tale” playing the role of Prince
Mamillius. Hires would go
on to graduate from Gibbs
High School and be accepted into Clark Atlanta
University, where he
would continue to act.
During his time at
Clark, he booked his first
two film roles. The first
was “The Gospel” in 2005
followed by a small role in
“Stomp the Yard.”
“If you watch closely,
I’m standing behind Ne-Yo
the entire movie. I only
had two lines,” Hires said.
Working as an on-air
personality at his campus
radio station, MTV discovered him while filming for

an award show on campus.
“I told myself if I could
be as funny as I could be
today, maybe MTV will
hire me…that’s essentially
what happened,” he said.
He made the other onair personalities and the
camera operator cry from
laughing. MTV hired him
as a video jockey while in
college. His job required
him to travel to New York,
Cancun and Los Angeles
to interview musicians, actors and other celebrities.
Hires graduated with a
bachelor’s degree in mass
media and communication.
He turned down a full-time
job with MTV in New York
to pursue his dreams in
Los Angeles.
His first TV shows in
Los Angeles were “Disaster Date” and “Jerks with
Cameras,” which ironically
were MTV shows. He
began to build his reputation as a comedic actor
with these shows and
stand-up routines throughout Los Angeles, which led
to his booking with the hit
film “21 Jump Street.”
“Jonah Hill personally
hired me because when he
saw my audition tape, he
thought I could be the next
Chris Tucker,” he said.
This was a great prediction
on Hill’s account. Hires
played the role of a gay,

Your
Family
Vision
Center

high school teen named
“Juario,” who had more
than two lines in the film.
He would go on to get
an undisclosed role for the
pilot episode for a television show. His contract
with the show would not
allow him to audition for
anything else, but due to
the show being in limbo,
he was allowed to audition
again, which led to him
booking the biggest role
of his career, Detective
James Carter in “Rush
Hour.”
“I screamed like a little
school girl…this is something that I’ve always
dreamed about. I had to
pinch myself to see if this
was real and get to work,”
said Hires.
He landed the role that
was once played by Chris
Tucker on the big screen.
Being one of the main
characters in a show was a
new experience. “I was in
almost every scene, so
much money was put into
the show and the time was
so much more than I was
aware of,” said Hires. “It
was an amazing experience. It’s incredible.”
Still feeling those
proverbial butterflies flying around in his stomach,
he continues to get a little
nervous to this day. “It’s
good to be nervous, that’s

Justin Hires and Jon Foo star in a TV show based on the
action-comedy “Rush Hour” films about an L.A. cop who teams up
with a detective from Hong Kong.
how you know you still
care.”
He takes great pride in
his family, especially his
daughter, Jai. “My daughter being proud and excited to see me on
television is one of the
greatest things ever. Despite anything I’ve accomplished, my daughter is
my greatest accomplishment.”
Hires said he wants
people to take notice of the
doors he’s trying to open

for diversity in Hollywood.
He aims to be a voice of inspiration to any young person trying to achieve their
dreams, especially if it’s an
African American wanting
to be the lead in a network
television show.
He hasn’t gone completely Hollywood just yet;
you can still see his south
St. Pete roots. “I’ll always
be a St. Pete, Fla., boy.”
Rush Hour airs Thursdays at 10 p.m. EST on
CBS.

Follow Justin on social
media:
Twitter: @justinhires /
Facebook: Justin Hires /
Snapchat: justinhires
Lookout for him as he
headlines his own comedy
tour with an expected appearance at the Tampa Improv, located in Ybor City.
Esteban Rodriguez is a
reporter in the Neighborhood News Bureau at the
University of South Florida
St. Petersburg.

“A Personal Touch
from Caring Professionals”

DC EYE
ASSOCIATES
Dr. Deborah C.
Flanagan

Optometric Physician

• Comprehensive Eye
Examinations
• Children’s Vision Care
• Contact Lens Specialist
• Eye Disease Management
• Medical Consults for Laser
Refractive and Cataract Surgery

Students
Professionals
Adults
Athletes

MEDICARE AND
MOST VISION PLANS ACCEPTED

Calling all African American Graduates of 1975 (AAG ‘75). Join us for
“A Spring Break” with a purpose. We came to the conclusion that “Grown
Folks” deserve a spring break, too. Come out to meet & greet your classmates.
Relax and get reacquainted • Get the latest updates on class activities
Meet your new 2015 elected class officers
Where: The Canopy, 340 Beach Drive, NE, St. Pete, FL
Space: Cabana 701 & Cabana 702
Date: April 24, 2016 • Time: 1 p.m. - 4 p.m.

Conveniently Located

Light h’ordeuvres will be served.

727-321-6600 x1

RSVPs not required, but highly encouraged
Via Facebook, contact Ralph (727) 328-8605, or Sandra (727) 321-1034

4940 Central Avenue
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.
Come Worship With the First Baptist Family







  



 




  

  

 




  



 
 

    
  
   
  
    






Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.
  




Victory Christian Center Church














Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.


 

 




 
  

  




 

 

      
  
  





 

 





Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.








 


  
  
 
  
  
 
   

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.

 





BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567



SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.





 
1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
   
10:30 a.m.
  


Contact: 727-896-2922
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CHURCH DIRECTORY

 

 
   
    
   
  


      
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
 

 
 
 




Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015



THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

YOUR Church Ad
Should Be HERE!





Without Walls International Church
Senior Pastor, Randy White
Sundays at 9:00am and 11:00am
Thursdays and 7:00pm
4414 N. Grady Ave Tampa, FL 33614
www.withoutwalls.org 813-879-HOPE

Contact:
727-896-2922

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC

Friendship MBC
INVITATION SUNDAY
AT THE SHIP - The Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church,
which is often referred to as
“THE SHIP”, will hold their regular Worship Sunday Services
at 7:45 am, 10:45 am and Sunday Church School at 9:30
am.“WEDNESDAY IN THE
WORD” NOON DAY FROM
12:00 NOON UNTIL 1:00 PM
(THE BEST ONE HOUR OF
YOUR DAY) AND “PRAYER &
WEDNESDAY
IN
THE
WORD”
ALONG
WITH
“YOUTH ENRICHMENT” AT
7:00 PM – THE COMMUNITY
IS WELCOMED TO JOIN US - YOU DON'T WANT TO
MISS
ANY
OF
OUR
“WEDNESDAY
IN THE
WORD” STUDIES IN GOD'S
WORD. The public is welcome
to attend Sunday Services anytime – you will find that all services place great emphasis on
our Savior Jesus Christ and His
loving atonement for all
mankind. The Pastor, Dr. John
A. Evans, Sr., Official Family
and the entire Church Family
extend to you a cordial invitation to join “THE SHIP” in fellowship. Continue
APRIL AT A GLANCE
Sat., April 23, at 3:30 pm,
held in the Upper Room – The
Annual Women's Ministry Tea
& Fashion Extravaganza
“Godly Women Making an Impact”, It's all about the HAT in
Fashion, secure your Ticket
right away, contact Sis. Cynthia
Pierce, Ministry Leader at the
Church or call (727) 403-3149.
WEST COAST NEWS:
Calling all churches, many

hands make a lite work, would
you like to be a volunteer for the
National Baptist Congress of
Christian Education, coming to
Tampa, June 19-24, 2016, we
need, Ushers, Nurses, Choir
Members, Hospitality, Greeters
and Drivers, all West Coast
Churches should have the Volunteers Form, but if Your
Church does not have that information, Contact Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church,
3300 31st St. S, St. Petersburg,
FL 33712, call us at (727) 9068300, provide your E-mail address or come by the Church
and pickup a copy.
Sun., April 17, at 5 pm – Installation Service for Faith Memorial Missionary Baptist
Church, Pastor Elect, Rev.
Robert A. Vinson, Jr., which will
be held at Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, 3300 31st
Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
33712, West Coast let's have a
great presence and showing of
support.
National Baptist Congress
of Christian Education News:
National Baptist Congress
Convention Choir Rehearsal
Schedule: Mon., April 18, at 7
pm – Beulah Baptist Church,
1006 W Cypress Street, Tampa,
FL 33606 and Mon., May 16, at
7 pm – Friendship MBC, 3300
31st St. S, St. Petersburg, FL
33712. This choir is opened to
all churches in the Tampa Bay
area.
The following tickets are on
sale for the National Baptist
Congress: Mon., June 20, at 7
pm at the WELCOME TO
TAMPA MUSICAL CON-

CERT, Tampa Convention Center, The Musical featuring
JOHN P. KEYS & NEW LIFE,
AND
KIERRA
(KIKI)
SHEARD and the 500 Convention Voice Choir. Wed., June 22,
at 6 pm THE PRESIDENT'S
EDUCATIONAL BANQUET
held at TBA IN TAMPA.
Please go to the NBCUSA, Inc.
Website, FOR TICKET INFORMATION AND BANQUET
TICKET FORM.
COMMIT TO MEMORY
FRIENDSHIP:
“WHERE
THERE IS A TEMPLE,
THERE IS A NEED, AND
WHERE THERE IS A NEED
THERE IS PROVISION, AND
WHERE THERE IS PROVISION, THERE IS GOD, WHO
PROMISED TO SUPPLY ALL
OF OUR NEEDS, ACCORDING TO HIS RICHES IN
GLORY.
“THE SHIP” won't sail without YOU! For additional information on any of the
announcements, please contact
us by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church 3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
Church Office: (727) 906-8300 E-Mail: fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “LIVE STREAMING”:
Visit Our Website:
www.fmbctheship.net Visit Our
FACEBOOK PAGE Visit West
Coast Baptist District Association Website: www.expericencethecoast.com
NEED A RIDE TO
CHURCH? Call our Transportation Ministry – (727) 9068300 – MONDAY – FRI. FROM
9 AM - 3 PM.

The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor,
the Reverend Brian K.
Brown, its official staff of
Deacons and Trustees, and
the entire congregation, extends to the community at
large, its wish that there
would be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded
in a Christ-centered doctrine
that has as its central core,
the belief that we are a haven
of hope, help, and healing for
a lost world hungry and
thirsty for the word of God.
At St. Mark, we as a body of
believers are Christians willing to work and partner in
unity, praising God for the
awesome gift of His son,
Jesus Christ.
Events in April
Apr 15 - Body Builder’s Ministry Feud @ 6:30 p.m.
Apr 16 - PIZZA Ministry
Walk for Jesus @ 9:00 a.m.
Taking Giant Steps to Share
the Gospel in our Child’s
Park Community! Come join
us in our walk for Jesus as
we spread the NEWS about
this awesome opportunity
for Faith, Fun and Fellowship
Apr 17 - St. Mark M. B.

Church Senior Women’s
Ministry # 2 in Partnership
with Minister’s Wives and
the Baptist Training Union
Presents the Quarterly Empowerment Session entitled
“Hiding Behind the Mask:
Courage and Everyday
Faith”. Starting time is 4:00
p.m. Keynote speaker is
Min. Joanne M. Rainey and
the event also includes a distinguished panel of women
from the Tampa Bay community.
Apr 19 - Church Outing:
New Jerusalem @ 7:30 p.m.
Celebrating their Pastor and
Church Anniversary
Apr 23 - 3rd Annual St.
Mark Mission Awards
Luncheon sponsored by the
General Mission Department. Recognizing the efforts of ministries and
ministry workers who have
gone above and beyond in
their efforts.
Apr 24 - 3rd Annual Children and Youth Ministry
(C.Y.M.) 2016 Youth Explosion-Time 3:30 p.m. Theme:
Soldiers for Jesus Christ –
Scripture: 2 Timothy 2:4
“Thou Therefore endure
hardness, as a good soldier
of Jesus Christ”

Sunday school held for
both children and adults of
all ages. Sunday school
starts each Sunday morning
at 9:30 a.m. All are invited to
come out and join us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday: 9:30
a.m.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday: 5:00 p.m.
Members and the general
public are invited to come
out to study the Bible with
us, and learn “What Baptists
Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held
every Tuesday at 6:00 p.m.
Children in the community
are welcomed to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays: 2:004:00 p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday: 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study every Wednesday evening: 7:00 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study 1st & 3rd
Wednesday of each month:
7:30 p.m.

McCabe United Methodist Church
McCabe
United
Methodist Church invites
you to its Friends and Family Day, this Sunday, April
17 at the church, located at
2800 26th Avenue South.
Rev. Michael Frazier is the
church’s pastor.
Services begin at 11
a.m. For more information,
call 727-641-4874.

Pastor’s Corner
BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity of Midtown

I AM Strength
Scripture – “Let the weak
say that I AM strong (Joel
3:10).”
Our scripture for today
was one of the most challenging scriptures for me to grasp.
I felt like it was telling me to lie.
If I was weak, why say that I
AM strong. If I was experiencing a moment of weakness,
why not just be honest and say,
“I’m weak?” If I felt weak, why
pretend to be something that I
was not. How could I be in integrity and say something that
was not the case? I felt like I
was living in denial of the facts

and playing mind games.
Today, I realize the power
of my words. I have the power
to speak those things which be
not as though they were until
they are (Romans 4:16). The
more that I say I AM weak, the
weaker I feel. When I say that
I AM weak, I AM only feeding
the weakness and the weakness continues to increase. Regardless of how weak I feel,
when I say that I AM strong, I
feel stronger and I begin to operate in that strength. I have
As my consciousness continues to expand, I learn that I

AM is not weak. I AM is my
true nature and I AM is never
weak. I AM is my true identity
and I AM is always strong.
Even in the face of the most
challenging situations, the I
AM in me always gave me
strength to jump over hurdles.
When I center myself and become fully aware of the I AM
presence that is in me, I AM
empowered to overcome obstacles. When I remember my
true identity (strength), I AM
able succeed despite what appears to be insurmountable
odds.
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